
Kołysanka lalek (Lullaby of the Dolls), No. 10 
 
Poetic Idea: In this poem, we hear about the son’s and daughter’s charming bedrooms. 
  
Recitation of the poem in Polish  
 
Kołysanka lalek 
U naszego synka  
nieba okruszynka, 
u naszej córeczki  
z gwiazdek pacioreczki; 
turkusowe krążki, 
nizane na wstążki, 
serce rubinowe  
obojgu pod głowę. 

Lullaby of the Dolls 
In the corner of our son’s room  
sky is peeking in, 
and stars fall into a garland  
where our daughter sleeps; 
colored stars of turquoise  
like ribbons around her head, 
love warmly caressing, 
like a ruby pillow for their heads. 

 
Verbal Exercises to Practice Before Listening to the Intoning of the Song 
 
Select 
Consonant 
and Vowel  Phonetic  
Combinations  Symbols 
 
sanka   sanka 

szynka    ʃɨnka 

zgwia   zgvʲa 

ążki   ɔũ̯ʃki 

ser    sɛr 
 
   Phonetic 
Words   Symbols  Syllabication   Meaning 
 
kołysanka  kɔwɨ'sanka  kɔ  wɨ  'san  ka   lullaby 

lalek (nom. lalki) 'lalɛk   'la  lɛk    dolls   

okruszynka  ɔkru'ʃɨnka  ɔ  kru  'ʃɨn  ka   morsel   

z gwiazdek  'zgvʲazdɛk  'zgvʲa  zdɛk   from stars 

wstążki   'fstɔũ̯ʃki   'fstɔũ̯ʃ  ki   ribbons 

serce   'sɛrt͡sɛ   'sɛr  t͡sɛ    heart 



Intoning | IPA | Word-by-Word Translation 
 
kɔwɨ'sanka 'lalɛk 

Kołysanka  lalek 
Lullaby  dolls’ 
 
Lullaby of the Dolls 
 

u na'ʃɛgɔ  'sɨnka  'ɲɛba  ɔkru'ʃɨnka 

U  naszego  synka   nieba   okruszynka, 
At our  son's  of sky  morsel, 
    
In the corner of our son’s room sky is peeking in, 
 
            
u 'naʃɛj  t͡su'rɛt͡ʃki  'zgvʲazdɛk   pat͡ɕɔ'rɛt͡ʃki 
u  naszej   córeczki   z  gwiazdek   pacioreczki; 
at our  daughter's  from  stars  beads 
               
and stars fall into a garland where our daughter sleeps; 
    
 
turku'sɔvɛ  'krɔũ̯ʃki  ɲi'zanɛ  na  'fstɔũ̯ʃki 

turkusowe   krążki,  nizane  na   wstążki, 
turquoise  disks  strung  on  ribbons 
 
colored stars of turquoise like ribbons ’round her head, 
 
 

'sɛrt͡sɛ  rubi'nɔvɛ  ɔ'bɔjgu  pɔd 'gwɔvɛ 

serce   rubinowe   obojgu  pod głowę. 
heart       (of) ruby      (for) both  under head 
 
love warmly caressing, like a ruby pillow for their heads. 
 
 
For audio recordings of the recitation of the poem, verbal warm up exercises, 
intoning and the piano accompaniment, click here. Follow “Resources” → 
“Audio Recordings” → “Chapter 6.” 

http://www.oup.com/us/polishpronunciationguideforsingers
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